
 

Verdant oasis 
 

Designer: Nathalie Pouilly (2nde)           Model: Carlotta Meganck (3eme)     
 
verdant: green with vegetation; covered with growing plants 
oasis: something serving as a refuge, relief, or pleasant change from what is usual, annoying, difficult, 
etc.    
As soon as the 2017 Couture competition with the theme ‘CreARTivity’ was mentioned to me, a vivid 
image of a verdant dress with a touch of elegance entered my mind.  
My recycled material garment is inspired by Henri Rousseau’s captivating painting Le charme.  
The alluring range of green shades laid upon the diversity of wild plants certainly took part in my 
choice but what inspired me the most was the reality that Rousseau had not once in his life seen a 
jungle yet alone left France. Him portraying a picture so realistic of a location he had never 
encountered evoked a sense of refuge in me, a feeling of escape from urbanism into a world so 
natural and pure. 
My creation represents the sublime scenery wrapped around the bare-skinned woman (at the center 
of the painting) for her to enter common civilization, bringing this verdant oasis with her and therefore 
allowing her to feel the identical sense of peace and confidence into city life. 
I paid very much attention to showing skin in my dress through recycled plastic to remind the woman 
in the painting her oasis.  

 



  

Le Charme, 1909 

 

The artist : Henri Rousseau was a French 
post-impressionist painter in the Primitive manner 
(also known as Le Douanier a humorous description 
of his occupation as a toll collector). Born in 1844 
and died in 1910, he spent his whole life in France, 
he never saw a single jungle yet most of his 
paintings represent this. As inspiration for his works 
he frequently visited the Jardin des Plantes in Paris 
and even stated  "When I go into the glass houses 
and I see the strange plants of exotic lands, it seems 
to me that I enter into a dream." this being 
completely relevant to my dress. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jardin_des_Plantes

