
Designer & Model: Lea Chaix 2nd   *The Waves of Elegance*           

 For the 2017 Fashion Competition of FIS, we had to base our artwork on a known piece of 
art and I directly though of The Great Wave off Kanagawa made by Hokusai. I chose this work for 
inspiration because waves always fascinated me, as they are unpredictable. Hokusai had the 
ability to capture waves in all their variety at any given moment even though they are not the 
easiest thing to represent. The Great Wave off Kanagawa is not a painting but is part of a series of 
woodblock prints that he reproduced many times. That is why I chose to represent the wave on the 
belt multiple times using spray paint to show the repetition of the series. In this woodwork, we can 
easily see the drops of water in the sky which I represented with the polyester white and light blue 
balls that I sewed on the neck straps.  I tried to represent the dark blue pigment called Prussian 
Blue that he used in his work with the dark coloured spots of the recycled shower curtain that I 
used to make the skirt. I also left the top back of the dress bare to represent the light beige colour 
of the sky with the skin. The Great Wave can be seen in many ways, but I chose to look at it as 
something elegant and subtle. Therefor I tried to keep my creation simple but still interesting when 
looking at the details. For me, the dress represents the natural flow of life and the different stages/
adventures in it. Finally, the youth of the model also reflects that the painting is till known 
nowadays showing the eternal life of the painting, like how Hokusai thought that Mount Fuji 
represented eternal life. 



!  

       ABOUT HOKUSAI 
     Katsushika Hokusai was a Japanese artist and print maker, whose works have become well  
known outside Japan. His best-known work is The Great Wave off Kanagawa. He was born in 
Tokyo, around October 1760 and began painting at the age of 6. He created his 
masterpiece,  Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji, between 1826 and 1833. It is 46 prints 
showing Mount Fuji  in different seasons and weather conditions.Hokusai was a member of a 
Buddhist sect who believed that Mount Fuji was associated with eternal life. Legend has it that 
the secret of eternal life was put on its peak. Katsushika Hokusai died in 1849, aged 88 and was 
buried in Tokyo. He worked right up until his death, completing Ducks in a Stream the year 
before he died.

              Polyester 
balls 

Ribbon 
        

Plastic strip covered with paper 

         Recycled shower 
curtain 

Recycled Ikea 

http://primaryfacts.com/3520/mount-fuji-facts-and-information/

